As current chairman of the European Society of Cardiology Working Group for Myocardial and Pericardial Diseases, it gives me enormous pleasure to make this tribute to Professor Bernhard Maisch on the occasion of his retirement as Chairman of the Department of Internal Medicine and Cardiology of the University Hospital of the Philipps-University Marburg.
For almost three decades, Professor Maisch has combined an illustrious career as an experienced and wise physician with that of an active researcher in the field of heart muscle disease. His major area of interest has been inflammatory and autoimmune mechanisms in myocardial and pericardial disease and over the course of his productive career he has written more than 300 papers, making significant contributions to our understanding of the pathogenesis, clinical diagnosis and treatment of myocarditis and pericarditis. He has influenced national and international policy making and scientific endeavour through his chairmanship of major international bodies including the International Society and Federation of Cardiology and the European Society of Cardiology (ESC) working group for myocardial and pericardial diseases. Through his stewardship of major international meetings and workshops in the University of Marburg, he has been a leading educator and inspiration for the scientists and clinicians of the future. More recently, Bernhard has provided me with wise counsel and advice and has been a major contributor to the pericardial and myocarditis task forces of our working group.
Retirement of an eminent member of our community is always a bitter sweet event; on the one hand we lose an eminent contributor to the life blood of the cardiological community; on the other, we have an opportunity to honour a steadfast friend and colleague. On behalf of all the members of the working group and the wider community of doctors and scientists active in the field of heart muscle disease, I thank Bernhard for his great contribution over the years and wish him and his family good fortune in the future.
Mitarbeiter der Klinik für Kardiologie des Universitätsklinikums Gießen und Marburg GmbH:
Nach der Emeritierung von Prof. Dr. Gustav Adolf Martini als Lehrstuhlinhaber der Inneren Medizin (1963 -1981 
